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By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Over 50 people attended a 
meeting both in-person and via 
Zoom last Wednesday, May re- 
garding the results of the study 
conducted by the school Re- 
gionalization Study Committee 
to determine if North Brook- 
field Public Schools should join 


an established regional school 
district. At a meeting held on 
April 28, the committee chose 
to consider Quaboag Regional 
School District for regionaliza- 
tion. 

Regionalization study grant 

School Superintendent 
Richard Lind and member 
of the Regionalization Study 
Committee said North Brook- 
field Public Schools is one of 


the smallest districts in the 
state. He said the discussion 
of regionalizing with another 
school district has come up sev- 
eral times in the past. Lind said 
this process has been the most 
formal look at regionalization 
to date. Through the use of a 
grant, the district was able to 
fund this study. The grant, in 
the amount of $32,890, covered 
a consultant to facilitate the 


work, a consultant to provide 
a demographic study including 
enrollment projections, post- 
age/supplies/travel, legal coun- 
sel and recording secretary. 
The 18-member committee 
began in February 2020, and 
spent the past 15 months gath- 
ering information. They held 16 
meetings and worked with The 
Management Solution consul- 
tants. “They worked with us 


School Regionalization Committee presents study results 


to gather the information we 
needed, and ultimately they 
produced a final report,” Lind 
said. He said The Management 
Solution is a local company 
that recently conducted a sim- 
ilar study in Ware. The report 
covered five major areas of 
concern: academics, quality of 
programs and services, tech- 
nology, physical plant and fis- 
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Troop 29/ 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
Boy Scout Troop 257 of North 
Brookfield, under the lead- 
ership of Scoutmaster Corey 
MacIntosh, held their Court 
of Honor for the first time in 
almost a year and a half, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In a typical year, a Boy Scout 
troop holds a Court of Honor 
in both the fall and the spring, 
recognizing their Scouts with 
awards and rank achievement. 

On April 29, five Scouts 
from Troop 257 were recog- 
nized for the hard work and 
dedication to the Scouting pro- 
gram at the North Brookfield 
Sportsman’s Club. Due to the 
amount of time since their last 
Court of Honor, the Scouts 
took advantage of a great op- 
portunity to earn an impressive 
number of awards. Earning 
the rank of Tenderfoot were 
Jeremiah Holmes and Cody 
Savary; earning the rank of 
First Class and Star Rank were 
Joseph Standrowicz and Dan- 
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Scoutmaster Corey Macintosh, left, is shown with Joseph Standrowicz and Daniel 
Daige. The Scouts made First Class and Star rank. Not pictured is Sam Losurdo, who 


made Life Scout rank. S7AFF PHOTO 
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BROOKFIELD — This house on Common Street sports a beautiful spring 
spring a welcome season. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTO BY EILEEN KENNEDY 








Regional vaccine clinic 
firing on all cylinders 


West Brookfield, Sturbridge residents served 





Palmer Health Inspector Chrissy Florence has partnered with other area towns to set up 
a COVID-19 regional vaccination clinic on Converse Street. With the state’s shift to re- 
gional sites, the one in Palmer has enough vaccine supply to serve every area resident 
who wants a shot. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS FILE PHOTO 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


PALMER — The days of 
COVID-19 vaccine shortages 
are over and it doesn’t look like 
they’re coming back. 

Anyone who wants a vacci- 
nation can get one essentially 
on-demand now. That includes 
everyone 16 and older and 
Massachusetts is getting close 
to approving a vaccine for peo- 
ple ages 12 to 15, Gov. Baker 
said recently. With the state’s 
shift from mass vaccination 
sites like stadiums and malls to 
smaller, regional sites, the clinic 
at Palmer’s Converse Street has 
been positioned for months to 
service the area. 

After an initial round of 
serving first and second shots 
for seniors around the area, 
the clinic sat idle while vaccine 
supplies were routed to the 
mass-volume sites. Since ear- 
ly spring, however, Converse 
Street has been busy daily, vac- 
cinating 3,600 people through 
last week and isn’t stopping 
anytime soon. 

“It’s a huge success for our 
people,” Palmer Health Inspec- 


tor Chrissy Florence said. “The 
teamwork and collaboration 
have been phenomenal.” 

Working with health officials 
in multiple towns, the Palmer 
site has been serving residents 
of Ludlow, Wilbraham, Brim- 
field, Holland, Wales, Monson, 
West Brookfield, and Stur- 
bridge. At capacity, the clinic 
can serve 1,000 daily. Now, all 
it needs is people who want to 
be vaccinated. 

This week, Converse and its 
team are administering a round 
of second shots and servicing 
the homebound. The clinic will 
operate for as long as needed, 
Florence said. “We're guaran- 
teed second doses throughout 
the pandemic, so there’s always 
enough vaccine and we're 1n it 
for the long haul, we just need 
bodies to stick!” she laughed. 

Though the number of virus 
infections in Hampden Coun- 
ty has it considered high risk, 
Some individual towns have 
been making progress. In Palm- 
er, the number of new cases has 
fallen by nearly 50% with 29 
new cases 1n the last two-week 
period reported. Other area 
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Omasta and Ryel win School Committee seats 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — Seven- 
teen percent of the registered voters 
in town cast votes at the annual town 
election on Monday, May 3. The only 
contests on the ballot were for the po- 
sitions of School Committee and Board 
of Health. 

Securing three-year seats on the 
School Committee were Christie Omas- 
ta with 328 votes and Ronald Ryel with 
325 votes. Incumbent Elisabeth Melad 
received 287 votes, while write-in candi- 
date Chris Hickman received 162. One 
hundred and fifty-eight ballots were left 
blank. School Committee Vice-Chair 
Ruth Honthumb did not seek re-elec- 
tion. 


Douglas Borowski received the ma- 
jority of the votes for a three-year term 
on the Board of Health with 349 votes. 
Justine Floria received 211 votes, and 70 
ballots were left blank. 

A non-binding question on the bal- 
lot, “Shall the Town of North Brook- 
field vote to keep the American Indian 
Chief as the official Town Mascot for 
North Brookfield and the public school 
system?” received 401 “yes” votes, 168 
“no” votes, and 61 ballots were left 
blank. 

The remaining, uncontested results 
of the election are as follows: Select- 
man for a three-year term, incumbent 
John Tripp received 454 votes; Board 
of Assessors for a three-year term, Lene 
Guertin with 481 votes; Planning Board 
for a five-year term, Michelle Petraitis 


with 429 votes; Water Commissioners 
for a three-year term, incumbent Tim 
Nason with 498 votes; Water Commis- 
sioner for a two-year term, James Grace 
with 497 votes; Cemetery Commissioner 
for a three-year term, write-in candidate 
Mary E. Kularski with 29 votes; Library 
Trustee for a three-year term (three 
positions), incumbent Harbour Fras- 
er Hodder with 483 votes, incumbent 
Thomas Skowron with 462 votes and 
incumbent Ellen Smith with 509 votes; 
Playground Committee for a three-year 
term, incumbent Michael Doe with 494 
votes; Housing Authority for a five-year 
term, write-in candidate Darlene Lavin 
with 12 votes; and Southern Worcester 
County Regional Vocational School 
District for a three-year term, incum- 
bent James Caldwell with 489 votes. 





Quaboag Regional purchases Merv-13 air filters with a grant 


WEST BROOKFIELD/WARREN 
— The Quaboag Regional School Dis- 
trict was awarded $6,000 from the Mas- 
sachusetts Interlocal Insurance Associ- 
ation, the town’s property and casualty 
insurance provider, to fund safety and 
risk management equipment. With the 
grant the district was able to purchase 
Merv-13 filters to enhance air quality 
in their schools and to improve the cir- 
culation to the required more than four 
exchanges of air movements per hour so 
that students and staff could return to 
school during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
For the 2021 fiscal year, MITA awarded 
$1 million to fund nearly 200 grant re- 


quests from members for risk manage- 
ment activities and equipment. The Risk 
Management Grant Program provides 
MIIA members with the opportunity 
to apply for a grant or grants totaling 
$10,000 per municipal entity. The MIA 
Grant Program provides members with 
resources to assist and support risk 
management initiatives. 

“Our Risk Management Grants have 
always been a big draw and very helpful 
for our members — particularly because 
we can provide them with much need- 
ed tools and resources in areas where 
they need it most,” said MITA Executive 
Vice President Stan Corcoran. “In these 


particularly difficult times, we were 
pleased to expand the program to assist 
with communities’ extremely important 
re-opening and COVID-19 safety ef- 
forts.” 

MIA is the nonprofit insurance arm 
of the Massachusetts Municipal Associ- 
ation. As a member-based organization, 
MIIAss sole focus 1s to provide excellent 
service and quality risk management 
and health insurance solutions to Mas- 
sachusetts municipalities and related 
public entities. MITA insures nearly 400 
cities, towns, and other public entities in 
Massachusetts. For more information, 
visit www.emila.org and Www.mma.org. 


YOU’VE GOT TO BE A LITTLE 








TO WORK HERE 


AN EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 
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Sanderson MacLeod in Palmer, MA, is growing and we’re seeking folks 


who want to enjoy an exciting twist in their career and are looking for 


steady employment in a unique work environment. 


If you’d like to join our team of dedicated brush experts, apply today 


even if you have no brush-making experience - we'll train you! 


FULL-TIME AND SEASONAL POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE 





Tri-Parish church 
to hold plant sale 
and more 


HARDWICK The Tr-Parish 
Community Church has started 
planning for itslS5th annual plant 
and bake sale. The third annual tag 
and craft sale will coincide with this 
event, which will take place on the 
Hardwick Common, Saturday, June 
5 and Sunday, June 6, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. each day. 

This East Quabbin area spring- 
time event will feature traditional, 
favorite and connoisseur perennials 
plus selected annuals, heirloom veg- 
etable plants, and herbs. Inishowen 
Farms, of North Brookfield, Still- 
man’s Farm, of New Braintree, 
Chicken Feather Farm, of New 
Braintree, and private gardens will 
provide plants. Assorted home- 
baked desserts and breads will also 
be sold. The event is held rain or 
shine. Volunteers and attendees 
must wear masks and maintain six- 
foot distancing; hand sanitizer will 
be available. 

Tri-Parish seeks vendors for 
the tag and craft sale on that date. 
Spaces will be offered for $30 each. 
Applications may be obtained by 
contacting the church at triparish- 
cc@gmail.com or Tri-Parish Com- 
munity Church, P.O. Box 202,New 
Braintree, MA 01531. People 
should reserve a space early. All are 
welcome. 
























SANDERSON'S$}MACLEOD 


Leaders | in Twisted Wire Brushes 
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community 
Haston Free Public Library 


West Brookfield’s asparagus 
chowder fundraiser 


WEST BROOKFIELD — Even 
though the town’s Asparagus and 


Flower Heritage Festival cannot hap- 
pen again this year, the First Congre- 
gational Church of West Brookfield, 
36 North Main St is still serving up 
their famous asparagus chowder. 
Chowder will be available Saturday, 
May 29, from | to 4 p.m., hot or 





chilled and Sunday, May 30, noon 
to 2 p.m., chilled, from the church 
kitchen. Chowder will be sold by the 
quart for $10 each. Call Nancy at 
413-267-3863, and be sure to leave 
a message to reserve your quarts for 
pick up. Enter the driveway through 
the Church Street entrance. 


second Chance performs 
60,000 spay/neuter 


SPRINGFIELD — Second Chance 
Animal Services reached a new mile- 
stone in their history of helping pets in 
need. The organization performed their 
60,000th spay/neuter surgery earlier this 
month through the low-cost program 
offered at all Second Chance Commu- 
nity Veterinary Hospitals. 

Second Chance’s spay/neuter pro- 
gram was paused briefly at the begin- 
ning of the COVID outbreak to con- 
serve critical supplies for emergency 
Surgeries as both human and animal 
hospitals dealt with supply shortages. 

Second Chance’s low-cost  spay/ 
neuter program began in 2005 at the 
East Brookfield shelter to help stem 
pet homelessness in the surrounding 
community. Today, hundreds of pets 
come to the three nonprofit hospitals 
in Springfield, Worcester and North 
Brookfield each month for spay/neuter 
surgery in state-of-the-art surgical suites 


made possible by grants and generous 
donors. 

Second Chance surgeons are special- 
ly trained to perform the highest-quali- 
ty high-volume surgeries. Pets check in 
early morning and are discharged later 
the same day so they can recuperate in 
the comfort of their own homes with 
their owners. 

Second Chance founder and CEO 
Sheryl Blancato is proud of the long- 
standing low-cost spay/neuter program 
and said, “Thanks to these surgeries, 
less pets are ending up in Massachusetts 
shelters, which means more pets in shel- 
ters are getting a second chance,” she 
said. 

Pet owners who would like to take 
advantage of this program for their pet 
can visit www.secondchanceanimals.org 
and fill out a S.P.O.T application under 
the Vet Care tab. 


Brookfield Community Club sells grab 
and go container gardening kits 


BROOKFIELD — The Brookfield 
Community Club is holding a fund- 
raiser by selling grab and go container 
gardening kits. The funds raised will 
go back to the Brookfield community 
in the form of grants and community 
events. The kits are $35 and there choic- 
es of a culinary herb garden, a hanging 
basket, a miniature garden or a sum- 


mer porch pot. Orders must be placed 
by May 28, and can be done by visit- 
ing https://brookfield-community-club. 
square.site/. Kits can be picked up on 
Saturday, June 12, at 10 a.m., behind the 
Brookfield Town Hall at 6 Central St. 
Everything is included in the kits: pot, 
soil, moss, pebbles and other materials, 
along with written instructions. 


Haston Book Group meets May 25 
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re-opens to the public 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
Haston Free Public Library at 161 
North Main St., returned to full, 
pre-pandemic ours on May 3. Those 
hours are Monday, | to 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m., Thursday, 1 to 6 p.m., and Sat- 
urday, 9 a.m. to noon. The library 1s 
closed on Friday and Sunday. 

Library patrons will still be asked to 
follow the usual COVID-19 protocols: 
wear a mask at all times, use hand sani- 


tizer on entry to the building, and keep 
a six-foot distance between themselves 
and other patrons or staff. The library 
staff will continue to quarantine items 
for three days and disinfect surfaces. Li- 
brary staff appreciate patrons’ ongoing 
attention to these safety protocols and 
look forward to seeing many more peo- 
ple in the coming days, as they work to 
expand library programs and return to 
whatever the new normal will be. 


Haston’s summer reading 
program gearing up 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
Haston Free Public Library is plan- 
ning lots of fun activities for the sum- 
mer reading program’s theme: Tails and 
Tales. 

It will start with the ZOOM pro- 
gram, “Let’s Draw Animals” with Rick 
Stromoski. If children are interested in 
being part of our Summer Reading pro- 


gram, they should call the library 

at 508-867-0208, or stop by the Chil- 
dren’s Library to register. 

Also coming this summer will be 
Dan Steiminger, a Lego Master Build- 
er, on June 19, at 10 a.m., and Henry 
the Juggler, on July 17, at 10 a.m. Both 
events will be held in the Children’s L1- 
bary, 


Merriam-Gilbert Public Library 
holds in-person appointments 


WEST BROOKFIELD —- As 
of May 3, the Merrriam-Gil- 


bert Public Library will be open 


for 30-minute appointments for 
browsing, computer use and book 
sale browsing. Appointments 
may be made by calling the Li- 
brary and must be confirmed by a 
staff member if a message 1s left. 
Patrons must fill out a form for 
the Health Department and any- 
one over the age of 2 must wear a 


“APpy KPAS 


mask for the duration of their visits. 
Contactless pick-up of materials 
will continue to be available at our 
side entrance. Items may be ordered 
via the CWMARS catalog or by 
calling the Library at 508-867-1410. 

Copying, scanning, printing, and 
faxing services will remain a con- 
tactless service at our side entrance. 

Please wear a mask and socially 
distance when arriving at the side 
entrance for all services. 





WE ARE OPEN YEAR ROUND 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
Haston Library Book Group’s May 
meeting will take place on Tuesday, 
May 25, at 7 p.m., in person at the hi- 
brary and also via ZOOM. The group 
will be discussing “Behold the Dream- 
ers” by Imbolo Mbue, described as: 
“A compulsively readable debut novel 
about marriage, immigration, class, 
race, and the trapdoors in the American 


East Brookfield Burgers $6.99 


Monday through Thursday 
During Lunch hours (11 to 4) 


Meals (Entree and Salad) $10.99 
Monday & Tuesday Dinner 


(4 to Close) 


Italian Night $10.99 
~ Italian Specials with Salad 


ating WereSeRanT DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY 


APO day 
ur 
aday & 52 774-449-8333 


308 EAST MAIN STREET, EAST BROOKFIELD 
BO8BLAKESIDE.COM 





Dream—the unforgettable story of a 
young Cameroonian couple making a 
new life in New York just as the Great 
Recession upends the economy.” Ama- 
zon copies are available in the library, 
and patrons are welcome to come in 
and get a copy. For more information 
and for the ZOOM link, call the library 
at 508-867-0208. 


WE ARE NOW MAKING 
OUR OWN FUDGE! 


Stop By Saturday, May 22 
Check Out Our Fudge Counter 
In The Country Store and 
Choose From A Variety Of Flavors! 


FLEA MARKET 


Saturdays, May 22, June 19 & July 24 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Who Doesn't Love Searching 
Through Stuff To Find Treasures! 
To Participate Please Arrive Between 7-8:30 a.m. 
To Get Your Spot and Unload Your Items! 
- Used Items Only - 

Renting Spaces For $20.00 To Be Paid Upon Arrival. 
Bring All Your Own Tables & Chairs 
Minuteman Kettle Corn Will Be Serving 
Their Delicious Popcorn and Famous Lemonades! 
Our Grill Will Be Serving Up Hot Dogs All Day. 


3084 | 
LAKESIDE 


Find Our 
Menu Online 


www.308lakeside.com 
or on Facebook 


Find us on 


Facebook 


_£ Visit Us On Facebook ° 508.867.6858 * 877.622.7555 (a) 
www.browsethebrookfields.com * www.brookfieldorchardsonline.com 


Open 7 Days 
11 - Close 





PAGE 4 


SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


My Social Security 
is incorrect, what 
Should | do? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: My sister and I have the same 
first and last names but are distinguished by our 
“middle” names. Our last name consists of two 
family names, which gives us both four, with only 
our middle names unique. We received two So- 
cial Security cards with the same name (middle 
name excluded), each with a unique number, but 
with our last name misspelled. So, my questions 
are: 

- Which card is mine, and which is my sisters? 

-Is it okay that our last name is misspelled? 

I called Social Security and was told to make 
an appointment online, which I tried to do, but 
could not because it wouldn’t accept my last 
name. I don’t know what to do now and hope 
you can advise me. Signed: Confused Sister 

Dear Confused Sister: You haven’t shared 
your age, but unless you're ready to apply for 
Social Security, you and your sister have time to 
correct your last name in your Social Security 
records. In any case, your Social Security Num- 
ber is what is used to record your earnings for 
the purpose of future Social Security benefits, so 
you aren't losing anything where your earnings 
credits are concerned. You should, however, get 
your correct last name reflected in your Social 
Security records to be sure that your future ben- 
efits will be properly paid. 

For Social Security purposes, only first names 
and last names (surnames) are considered your 
legal name. You can include a middle name if it 
will help distinguish you from another, but your 
legal name for Social Security purposes will be 
your first and last name only. Thus, you should 
correct your Social Security profile to reflect 
your correct first and last name and include your 
unique middle name for personal purposes to 
distinguish you from your sister. For additional 
awareness, SS last names are limited to 13 char- 
acters. Also, it’s not uncommon for many people 
to share the same first and last name (e.g., John 
Smith) in Social Security’s records — it’s the So- 
cial Security number associated with that name 
that counts. 

Other factors might apply too, such as wheth- 
er the Social Security cards and numbers you 
and your sister now have are new, or if either or 
both of you have been using those Social Secu- 
rity numbers for past employment purposes. In 
any case, those numbers have been assigned to 
you, so getting your profile to reflect your cor- 
rect last name is important. It’s also important 
that each of you separately use only one Social 
Security card/number (you use one; your sister 
the other). 

To correct your name with Social Securi- 
ty, you should fill out and submit form SSA- 
5, which you can download/print at this link: 
https://www.ssa.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf. Note that 
the form is used to apply for a new card, get a 
replacement card or to change information for 
an existing Social Security number. The form in- 
cludes complete instructions on how to fill it out, 
and you can submit it via the U.S. Post Office 
to your local Social Security office, the mailing 
address for which you can find at www.ssa.gov/ 
locator. Take note of the form’s instructions for 
including additional documentation for identifi- 
cation purposes. I suggest that you and your sis- 
ter both do this separately, each of you taking 
ownership of one of the Social Security num- 
bers. When Social Security processes your name 
change, they will schedule an appointment to 
discuss any remaining questions they may have. 
They will notify you via U.S. mail of the date/ 
time of the appointment and the next steps to 
be taken. 

Since all Social Security offices are temporar- 
ily closed to public access due to the pandem- 
ic, you can do this transaction entirely over the 
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Long awaited flowers for the wisteria 


garden centers I have ever been to yes- 

terday, and was tempted to buy a wis- 
teria (along with a hundred other plants). 
My good friend is always 
talking about how pretty hers 
is and with an occasional pic- 
ture sent my way, she is sure 
being modest. Her specimen 
is beyond pretty, more like 
gorgeous! I tried to remember 
back to the one we had grow- 
ing at Old Sturbridge Village, 
long since gone now, but 
luckily I had written the fol- 
lowing column, which gives 
some great advice for first- 
time wisteria owners, especially those who 
are waiting for theirs to bloom. Read on! 

The wisteria was planted eight long 
years ago. Although the vines have over- 
taken the pergola beside which it was 
installed, there has never been a single 
flower...until this year! Finally, a hand- 
ful of lavender-purple blossoms hang like 
bunches of grapes from the top of the 
structure. If I hadn’t glanced up I proba- 
bly would have missed this first effort en- 
tirely. I can only imagine how, in just a few 
more years, the show will be so breathtak- 
ing that everyone passing by will remark 
at its beauty. 

There are two species of wisteria com- 
monly grown by gardeners: Chinese wis- 
teria (Wisteria sinensis) and Japanese wis- 
teria (W. floribunda). Their twining vines 
are vigorous with a capital “V,” quite 
capable of growing 25 or more feet tall. 
Wisteria are valued mostly for their pur- 
ple toned or white flowers, which, as men- 
tioned, hang in pendulant clusters in mid 
to late May, arriving just as the foliage is 
unfurling. The flowers are fragrant, and 
pea-like, accounting for the fact that plant 
is a member of the pea family. In addi- 
tion to it being vigorous and pretty when 
in flower, the wisteria is hardy and long- 
lived. If there are Victorian era homes 
in your town, no doubt one or more will 
still sport a wisteria trailing over the front 
porch. Examine an old specimen up close 
and you will notice a gnarled, twisted 
trunk several inches in diameter. Some- 
times, with careful pruning, the vine can 
take on a self-supporting tree-like form. 

Wisteria has the reputation of taking 
notoriously long to flower. Plants started 
from seed reportedly won't do so for 10 to 
15 years! Those grown from cuttings, lay- 
ers from the mother plant, or those that 


[= out shopping at one of the largest 
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are grafted will bloom somewhat sooner, 
usually in seven to 10 seasons. To encour- 
age early and dependable flowers, be sure 
to plant wisteria in full sun. Six hours of 
direct sunlight each day is neces- 
sary. Deep, fertile soil that 1s neu- 
tral to slightly acidic (pH 6-7) will 
grow the healthiest plants. Start 
off with a planting hole at least 24 
to 36 inches in diameter and 18 to 
24 inches deep, amending it with 
one-third its volume in compost, 
peat moss or well-rotted manure. 

Wisteria also has the reputa- 
tion of being able to “leap small 
buildings in a single bound,” and 
topple the weaker ones to the 
ground! Be prepared by having a strong 
vertical support in place prior to planting 
the vine. Trellises, pergolas or arbors will 
all suffice. Other, solid surfaces can be 
mounted with rows of copper wire for the 
vines to twine on. The copper won't rust 
and it will disappear among the plant ma- 
terial as it ages. Plant wisteria no deeper 
than it was growing in the pot from the 
nursery, unless it was grafted, then the 
graft union should be planted just under 
the surface of the soil. Water well after 
planting and throughout the first season 
of growth. A well-balanced fertilizer can 
be added annually. 

Once the vine is well established, fer- 
tilize only if deficiencies are evident, and 
water only upon wilting. By discouraging 
vegetative growth, flower production will 
be encouraged. If numerous years have 
gone by and still there are no flowers, a 
heaping application of phosphorous in 
the form of superphosphate (0-20-0) may 
help. You can also try pruning back new 
growth severely in late spring or early 
summer. If that doesn’t stimulate flowers 
the following season, try root pruning in 
late fall to “check” vegetative top growth. 
This is done by simply cutting into the 
soil with a spade four feet from the trunk 
to a depth of about 18 inches. 

Sure, it may take awhile for wisteria to 
flower, but believe me, it is worth the wait! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 
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New Braintree Police Log 


During the weeks of May 3 to 10, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 16 build- 
ing/property checks, 19 directed/ 
area patrols, six radar assignments, 
six traffic controls, six emergency 
911 calls, two motor vehicle stops, 
one vandalism, one trespass, one 
harassment, two safety hazards and 
five complaints in the town of New 
Braintree. 


Monday, May 3 
11:44 a.m. Phone — Assist Other 
Agency Ravine Road — Services Ren- 
dered 


Tuesday, May 4 
8:10 a.m. Initiated — Safety Haz- 
ard West Brookfield Road — Taken/ 
Referred to Other Agency 
10:59 p.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Oakham Road — Unknown 
Outcome 


Thursday, May 6 
6:40 a.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Ac- 
cident Ravine Road — Transported to 
Hospital 
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towns have also experienced fewer cases 
recently. Ludlow slipped from red to yel- 
low with 83 new cases and Monson has 
held steady in that category despite just 
10 new cases reported. Hampden has 
17 new cases and Wilbraham 27. Ware, 
also in the yellow, had 27. 


Parents, 


Grandparents 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 


We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue. 


1:45 p.m. 911 — Hang-up Call Me- 
morial Drive — Spoken To 

3:09 p.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Ravine Road — Transported to 
Hospital 

5:14 pm. Phone — Vandalism 
Oakham Road — Negative Contact 


Friday, May 7 
8:34 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Barre Road — Taken/Referred to Oth- 
er Agency 


Saturday, May 8 
4:06 p.m. 911 — Lockout West 
Brookfield Road — Services Rendered 


Sunday, May 9 

1:15 p.m. 911 — Welfare Check Ra- 
vine Road — Spoken To 

1:20 p.m. Phone — Trespass McEv- 
oy Road — Merge 

3:08 p.m. Phone — Complaint/ 
Motor Vehicle Operations McEvoy 
Road — Report Taken 

4:41 p.m. Phone — Complaint Ra- 
vine Road — Investigated 

8:02 p.m. Phone — Harassment 
Cemetery Road — Unfounded 





Chicopee and Springfield remain in 

the red. 
Make an appointment 

Go online to home.color.com/vac- 
cine/register/palmer to book an ap- 
pointment for a COVID-19 vaccine shot 
at the town of Palmer’s Converse Street 
regional site. 


Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad 


Regular Price-$65-00. 
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adoptees at public health hearing 


BOSTON -— State Sen. Anne Gobi 
(D-Spencer) and State Rep Sean Gar- 
balley (D-Arlington) testified Mon- 
day to the Joint Committee on Public 
Health in support of their bill to grant 
equal access to original birth certificates 
to all persons born in Massachusetts. 
This legislation would remove “gap 
years’ in the birth certificate access law, 
allowing all persons born or adopted in 
Massachusetts to access their original 
birth certificates. 

Gobi spoke on the need for equity 
in the availability of these birth records 
at the hearing. “The passage of this bill 
would open the path to reconciliation for 
so many adoptees in the commonwealth 
who have been unable to access import- 
ant information related to their birth and 
history,’ she said. “Closing this loophole 
is the first step in that process.” 

“T was proud to testify on this critical 
piece of legislation with my friend Sena- 
tor Gobi,” said Garballey. “The passage 
of this legislation is essential for adop- 
tees across the commonwealth. Adop- 
tees in Massachusetts should be able to 
have their own vital records. We must 
pass this bill this session.” 

The bill, H.2294/S.1140, is important 
as the current law in the state denies the 
right to have a record of one’s birth to 
adopted persons born in Massachusetts 
between July 18, 1974 and Jan. 1, 2008. 
Following a practice that was common 
then, Massachusetts sealed adoption re- 
cords from July 1974 until 2008, when 
they embraced the trend towards trans- 
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parency and allowed adoptees to ac- 
cess their original certificates. The law 
change, however, only applied to those 
adoptees born before the records were 
sealed (July 1974) or after the law was 
passed (January 2008), creating a 32- 
year gap between that has left thousands 
of adopted people unable to access their 
original birth documents. The bills filed 
this session would amend the current 
law to remove date-based restrictions in 
providing original birth certificates to 
adult adoptees, creating a more equita- 
ble system for those who have struggled 
to obtain these important, life-affirming 
documents. 

Jean Strauss, a filmmaker from East 
Brookfield who has documented adop- 
tion reform for 30 years, was one of the 
people who testified about the need for 
change. Strauss, whose film, ADOPT- 
ED: For the Life of Me aired on PBS, 
said, “When I filmed the ‘Opening Day’ 
in 2007 when adoptees born on or before 
July 17, 1974 could request their record, 
witnessing citizens seeing their original 
identity for the first time was profound- 
ly moving. But it was heartbreaking to 
know that anyone born after that specif- 
ic date was not going to have the same 
right. Today was a huge step forward 
in providing equal access to ALL per- 
sons adopted in Massachusetts. Senator 
Gobi has provided amazing and tireless 
support of this effort.” 

For more information on the bill 
please contact Gobt’s office by email at 
Anne.Gobi@MAsenate. gov. 
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iel Daige; and earning the rank of Life 
Scout was Sam Losurdo, who was un- 
able to attend the ceremony. 

A Unit Charter presentation was 
held with Unit Commissioner Dan 
Flynn of the Western District, Heart 
of New England Council, presenting 
the charter to Committee Chairwoman 
Carleen McQuaid and Macintosh. “It 
was an honor to recognize Troop 257 
and sponsors for their continued com- 
mitment to provide the youth of North 
Brookfield with a quality Scouts BSA 
program,” said Flynn. 

Troop 257 is home to six Scouts at 
the moment, said McQuaid. “Although 
we are small in number, we are big in 
spirit,” she said. She said the Troop has 
used their small size to their advantage 
during the pandemic, where gather- 
ing limits have greatly impacted larger 
Troops. “We were able to go camping 
because we had smaller numbers...it’s 
created a much more personal expe- 
rience for the boys,’ McQuaid said. A 
tight-knit group, McQuaid said “those 
boys work together, they want to be 
there, they want to be with each other... 
there’s a dedication. These kids show up 
every week. They are very dedicated to 
the Troop.” Boy Scouts are a Scout-led 
organization, McQuaid said. “It’s what 
the boys want the experience to be,’ she 
said. 

This past year, Troop 257 has been 
working on Citizenship in the Commu- 
nity and Citizenship in the Nation. “It 
was kind of a perfect time for them to 
do that particular badge with everything 
going on 1n the world,” McQuaid said in 
reference to Citizenship in the Nation. 


ITREE SERVIC E 


Scoutmaster Corey Macintosh is show with Jeremiah Holmes, who made Tenderfoot rank. 


On the local level, for Citizenship 
in the Community, Troop 257 Scouts 
attended a meeting of the Downtown 
Development Committee to learn about 
what is being planned for that project. 
Many of the Scouts saw opportunities 
to be involved in the project and ways 
they can assist their community. “Some 
of these kids will make Eagle and they 
thought, ‘this 1s where I can fit in,’ Mc- 
Quaid said of the downtown project. 
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Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service « Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted + 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 ¢ office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 





Scoutmaster Corey Macintosh is shown with Cody Savary, who made 


Tenderfoot rank. S7AFF PHOTOS 


While their popular annual fund- 
raisers like the pancake breakfast and 
spaghetti dinner were on hold due to 
the pandemic, the Troop looks forward 
to hosting them again starting next 
year. The Scouts continue to hold their 
monthly can drive at the North Brook- 
field Recycling Center on the first Satur- 
day of each month, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


An important civic service project 
which the Troop was able to continue 
during the pandemic was the annu- 
al Scouting Good Turn, Scouting For 
Food, held over two weekends in No- 
vember. One traditional activity all of 
the Scouts look forward to 1s the “big 
summer trip,” and this year they are 
planning a ziplining trip for the upcom- 
ing year. 


Brookfield Congregational offers 
special Memorial Day service 


BROOKFIELD — There will be 
a special Memorial Day service on 
Monday, May 31, 2021, at 9 a.m., 
at the Brookfield Congregational 
Church at the corner of Common 
and Central streets. The opportu- 
nity for memorial services has been 
limited due to COVID-19, and the 
church wishes to recognize not only 
those who have served in the armed 
forces, but also those who have been 
lost from the church and community 
over the past year. This will be a sim- 
ple service of remembrance. 

To have a lost loved one recog- 


nized in the church bulletin, or if 
there any questions about the ser- 
vice, please email bccmafeedback@ 
gmail.com or call the church office 
at 508-867-6262 onThursdays and 
Fridays between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
The service is planned to conclude in 
time to allow those who wish to join 
in the town’s parade to the cemetery 
to be able to do so, which begins at 
10 a.m. 

All are welcome and everyone is 
asked to please wear a mask. Come 
experience the peace offered in the 
newly renovated sanctuary. 
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Pioneers return 


lt was not in front of any fans, but the Western 
Pioneers were back in action last Friday night 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — When Maxi 
Viera first joined the Western 
Mass. Pioneers back in 2012, 
he knew very little about the 
history of the club and about 
historic Lusitano Stadium. 

Viera, who’s originally from 
Montevideo, Uruguay, is one 
of the Pioneers veteran players 
on this year’s team. He likes to 
tell the younger players how 
special it is to wear a Pioneers 
uniform and what it means to 
play home matches at the only 
soccer specific stadium in New 
England. 

“Playing soccer matches 
at this stadium is very special 
because of the history,” Viera 
said. “It’s also very important 
for us to have a successful sea- 
son every year because were 
representing both the club and 
this community.” 


The Pioneers, who finished 
in first place in the Northeast 
Division standings with an 11- 
0-3 mark, qualified for the USL 
League Two playoffs in 2019. 
They kicked off the 2021 cam- 
paign by posting a 3-0 shutout 
win over Fall River FC in a 
friendly match held under the 
bright lights at Lusitano Stadi- 
um, last Friday night. 

“The good thing about to- 
night’s match is that I had 
the opportunity to watch 20 
players play prior to our first 
regular season match,” said 
Pioneer’s head coach Federico 
Molinari. “We do have a bunch 
of returning players and a cou- 
ple of newcomers. We just want 
to be a competitive team again 
this year.” 

Because of the COVID-19 
protocols, no spectators could 
attend last Friday’s friendly 
match. The 2020 soccer season 


| PAGE 8 





Maxi Viera makes a dodge to keep the ball from being taken away. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 





Kruczek picks up win at Star Speedway 


WALPOLE, N.H. — Bry- 
an Kruczek passed the entire 
field — at least twice — en route 
to his first career Granite State 
Pro Stock Series win at Star 
Speedway on Saturday, May 
8. Kruczek, who was fastest 
in time trials and won his heat 
race, started seventh — but had 
to go to the rear on at least two 
different occasions. The Bobby 
Webber Racing driver didn’t let 
that slow him down, as he took 
the Vynorius No. 19 into Vic- 
tory Lane in the third GSPSS 
race of the season, the Hedges 
Excavating 100. 

“Tm out of — breath,” 
Kruczek said, climbing from 
the car. “I had to pass a lot of 
cars out there. I can’t thank all 
of my guys enough, my guys 
are second to none. Bobby 
Webber lets me come out here 
and tells me to hand him the 
steering wheel or the trophy. 
We have some awesome spon- 
sors.” 

Angelo Belsito and Joey 
Pole started on the front row 
— with Belisto taking the early 
advantage looking for his sec- 
ond straight win, and former 
series champion Devin O’Con- 
nell mounting an early charge 
to the lead with 33 laps com- 
plete. Pole took the lead on a 
restart with 58 laps to go, but 
couldn’t hold back the charges 
of Kruczek in the late laps. 

Kruczek’s day included con- 
tact and a spin by Jacob Dore, 
which sent both to the rear, and 
contact and a spin with Evan 
Beaulieu, which sent both to 
the rear. He pitted multiple 
times to the attention of his 


Bryan Kruczek was the winner in the G 
MITTED PHOTOS 


Bobby Webber Racing crew, 
but the car was right at the end. 
He passed Pole for the top spot 
with 24 laps to go — however, a 
caution late gave Pole on last 
chance. 

Pole edged out for the lead 
on the restart, crossing the line 
out front at lap 94 — but slight 
contact a few laps later sent 
him backwards, and eventually 
spinning down the frontstretch, 
ending his day early. Kruczek 
held off a final charge from 
Josh King over the final laps to 
seal the victory. 

King was second, followed 
by Dore, Belsito and Der- 
ek Gluchacki. Tyler Tomassi 
was sixth, while Gabe Brown, 
Beaulieu, O’Connell and Kevin 
Casper finished the top-10. 

The Granite State Pro Stock 
Series returns to the track on 
Sunday, May 30, as part of a 


ranite State Pro Stock race last weekend. SUB- 





Memorial Day weekend spe- 
cial at Claremont Motorsports 
Park. For more information on 
the Granite State Pro Stock Se- 
ries, visit gspss.net and follow 
the series on social media. 


The Finish: 
Bryan Kruczek 
Josh King 

Jacob Dore 
Angelo Belsito 
Derek Gluchacki 
Tyler Tomassi 
Gabe Brown 
Evan Beaulieu 
Devin O’Connell 
Kevin Casper 
Bobby Cabral 
Bill Helliwell 
Joey Pole 

Bobby Pelland 
TJ Bleau 

Mike Mitchell 
Luke Hinkley 





Valley Wheel action opens 


Twins pitcher Dan Benoit fires to the plate. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS. 


COM 


SUFFIELD, Conn. — The 
Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, like many other leagues 
in 2020, lost its season last year 
due to the pandemic. Players in 
the league participated in their 
first action in almost two years 
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last Sunday, May 2. The league 
features six teams playing most 
of its games on Sunday after- 
noons. The league did have its 
traditional Saturday matinee 
for Mother’s Day weekend this 
past week. 
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was also canceled due to the pandemic. 

“It was very strange not playing any 
matches for the Pioneers last year, espe- 
cially following a very successful 2019 
season,’ Viera said. “We really want to 
perform well this season and make the 
playoffs again.” 

What makes attending matches at 
Lusitano Stadium so special for the Pi- 
oneers faithful supporters is the atmo- 
sphere. 

“It reminds me a lot of that soccer 
clubs that I played for back in Uruguay,” 
Viera added. “The soccer fans here have 
a lot of passion for the sport. It’s one 
of the reasons why we have so many in- 
ternational players on our team. When 
they come here and it feels like home to 
them, which 1s very special.” 

The Pioneers were scheduled to open 
the regular season with a road match 
against the Boston Bolts on Tuesday 
night. They're also slated to play anoth- 
er road match against FC Malaga City, 
who’s a new team in the Northeast D1- 
vision on Saturday night before hosting 
the Seacoast United Phantoms in the 
home opener on May 21. 

The Pioneers officials are hoping a 
few fans will be allowed to attend the 
first home match of the regular season. 

For more information about how to 
purchase tickets online please visit wm- 
ploneers.com. 

Another returning player this sea- 
son 1s Blake Mullen, who’s the Pioneers 
starting goalkeeper. He allowed a total 
of seven goals during the 2019 regular 
season. 

“Whenever you start a soccer team, 
you normally begin at the back (goal- 
keeper) and work forward,” said Viera, 
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who’s also the girls’ varsity soccer coach 
at Ludlow High School. “Blake had an 
amazing season for us two years ago. 
It gives you a lot of confidence having 
a talented goalie like him back there. 
We're hoping he has another great sea- 
son this year.” 

Mullen, of Manchester, Conn., 
played soccer at St. Joseph’s College in 
Maine. That’s where he first met Moli- 
nari. 

“I was playing for a National Pre- 
miere Soccer League team in Maine and 
Federico found me,’ Mullen said. “I 
tried out for the team and I was a back- 
up goalie my first year playing here. It 
was a step up for me and I learned a lot 
that season. Federico is an outstanding 
coach. I’ve also learned a lot from Jon 
Voight, who’s our goalie coach.” 

Mullen became the Pioneers start- 
er in 2019 and he was the USL League 
Two Golden Glove winner that season. 

“It’s a very special award to me, but 
I couldn’t have done it without the help 
of my defense,” he said. “We had a great 
defense, and it was a special season for 
us.” 

The Pioneers only returning defender 
is Federico Gutierrez. 

Mullen has enjoyed playing home 
matches at Lusitano Stadium. 

“It’s awesome when all of the fans 
are here supporting us,’ Mullen said. 
“It pushes us to play a little bit harder 
because whenever you do lose a game at 
this stadium, the fans are disappointed. 
The atmosphere is always great follow- 
ing a victory.” 

Mullen was replaced by Robert Mon- 
tanaro in the middle of the second half. 

Another returning player is Connor 


a. S ‘ 





Chaney Nash Gibney gets the ball ready to fly. 


Hicks, who lives in Monson. 

“IT was mainly a practice player in 
2019, but I did get to play in a playoff 
game,” said Hicks, a member of the AIC 
men’s soccer team. “It was just an awe- 
some experience for me.” 

When Hicks was younger, he attend- 
ed a lot of the Pioneers games at the 
stadium. 

“T remember coming to the Pioneers 
games when they played on a grass 
field,’ Hicks said. “It’s now a turf field, 
but it’s one of the best stadiums I’ve ever 





Connor Hicks, of Monson, plays for the Pioneers last 
Friday night. 


played soccer at. I really enjoy playing 
soccer for this team. I know that Ill 
have to work very hard at practice to get 
some playing time this year.” 

One of the Pioneers newcomers is 
Gabriel Ganzer, who is from Brazil and 
is living in Chicopee. He scored a goal 
and added an assist during the first half 
against Fall River. 

Guillermo Deal, who’s a returning 
player, and newcomer Andrew Bar- 
rowman scored the Pioneers other two 
goals. 
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Live concerts resume at ‘Stone Church’ 


Book sale at Joshua Hyde Public Library 


STURBRIDGE — The Friends of 
Joshua Hyde Public Library will hold 
a sidewalk book sale on Saturday, May 
15, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will 
be tables along the front walk, weather 
permitting. The rain date will be May 
22. There will be a variety of adult and 


children’s books. Face masks and social 
distancing will be required. There will be 
a cash box available for donations, but 
the Friends will not be handling money 
or be able to give patrons change. Hand 
sanitizer will also be available. 


One Plant Campaign to distribute plants 


STURBRIDGE — A group of 
Tantasqua Regional High School 
students has created the “One Plant 
Campaign” to combat hunger with- 
in the school’s five communities by 
providing fresh produce to local 
food banks/pantries. The communi- 
ty can help by signing up to receive, 
plant, and care for a vegetable plant, 
which will come with instructions. 

Once the plant begins to make 
produce, drop it off at Tantasqua 
RegionalHigh School, where it will 
then be distributed to area food 





banks and pantries. Participants can 
also donate any excess produce they 
may have from a garden they already 
plant. Donations of non-perishable 
items or volunteering time to 

The inaugural distribution day 
with seeds and seedlings will be Sat- 
urday, May 22. Collections are every 
Tuesday, from 5 to 7 p.m., starting 
June 29 and every Saturday, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., starting July 3, at 
Tantasqua Regional High School. 
Learn more by visiting oneplant- 
project.org 





GILBERTVILLE — Friends of the 
Stone Church will present two Sunday 
afternoon band concerts on the lawn: 
“Summer Swing” by Weir River Jazz, 
on Sunday, June 13 and “Swing into 
Summer” by the Weir River Concert 
Band, on Sunday, June 27. Both events 
are free, outdoors at the Stone Church, 
283 Main Street (Rte. 32), Gilbertville 
from 2 to 4 p.m. The public is invited to 
bring lawn chairs or blankets. Refresh- 
ments will be available. The concerts will 
comply with public health guidelines in 
effect at the time of each concert. 

Weir River Jazz, a 17-member off- 
shoot of the Weir River Concert Band, 
is dedicated to the appreciation and per- 
formance of Big Band jazz and swing 
music and also performs more modern 
works. John Sacco, a Vietnam veteran 
and former public school music direc- 
tor, directs both groups, which rehearse 
weekly in their “new home’ at the Stone 
Church. Donna-Lee DePrille, a well- 
known vocalist from the Pioneer Val- 
ley, will perform with the jazz group on 
June 13. 

Weir River Concert Band is a 30- 
plus member, multi-generational en- 
semble of flutes, clarinets, saxophones, 
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trumpets, French horns, tubas and 
percussion. The ensemble plays music 
from movies, television favorites and 
traditional band music classics. It was 
formed in 2006, providing an opportu- 
nity for musicians of all ages from Ware 
and surrounding communities to bring 
people together through music. 
Following the long pandemic shut- 
down, these free community concerts 
are the first in-person events at the 
Stone Church. “The concerts were con- 
ceived in a spirit of hope by the groups 
and are presented in a spirit of joy in 
bringing people together again,” said 
Judy Edington, FOSC president. 
Friends of the Stone Church (FOSC) 
is anonprofit, community organization. 
Its mission 1s to preserve and protect the 
Gilbertville Stone Church and to facili- 
tate its use by and service to the regional 
community. The vision is to use this his- 
toric landmark as a place of cultural and 
community enrichment. Donations are 
gratefully accepted by check to FOSC, 
P.O. Box 347, Gilbertville, MA 01031 or 
through FriendsoftheStoneChurch.org. 
This program is supported, in part, by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a state agen- 
cy, through its Project Grants program. 
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cal issues. Committee members broke 
into subcommittees during the process. 
“The people who are on this committee 
deserve a tremendous amount of ku- 
dos from everyone in the community. 
Donating the amount of time, and the 
amount of energy they put into this,” 
Lind said. 

Lind said they also hired NESDEC 
to provide a demographic study with 
enroll projections for 10 years out. Dup- 
ere Law Offices, a law firm that works 
with school districts, including regional 
school districts, provided counsel. 

Committee recommendation 

The grant’s two questions the study 
answered were: “Should North Brook- 
field pursue regionalization?” and “If 
yes, then which district would be the best 
partner(s) for our community, Quabbin 
Regional School District, Quaboag Re- 
gional School District, or Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District?” 

The committee agreed that pursuing 
regionalization with Quaboag Region- 
al School District was the “best fit” for 
their community. Quaboag Regional 
School District has communities most 
similar to North Brookfield and its Ju- 
nior/Senior High School is closer in 
proximity than Quabbin. Lind said they 
quickly eliminated Spencer-East Brook- 
field as a possibility, early in the study. 
He said both Quaboag and Quabbin 
offered programming that “impressed” 
the committee. Lind said Quaboag has 
school committee representation that 
is equal for all member towns, whereas 
Quabbin’s 1s weighted, with some towns 


having larger representation based on 
population. 

Lind said they learned from the ex- 
perts that regionalization would not of- 
fer much in terms of financial savings, 
if any, but it would give students greater 
opportunities, including academics, ath- 
letics and more). 

Planning process 

Lind said that each town involved 
in the regionalization process, North 
Brookfield, West Brookfield and War- 
ren, would each need to vote to form 
a Regional School District Planning 
Committee in a Special Town Meeting. 
He said if the vote is successful, each 
town’s moderator would appoint three 
members to the committee, including 
one School Committee member. They 
would all join together to form the Re- 
gional School District Planning Com- 
mittee. Lind said the entire process 
could take several years to complete. 

The Regional School District Plan- 
ning Committee must submit a rec- 
ommendation and proposed regional 
agreement, in addition to filing an ap- 
plication with the state Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
to be approved by the Commissioner 
of Education. Each member town of 
the proposed region must approve the 
agreement at Special or Annual Town 
Meetings. “This is very complex,” Lind 
said. “The checklist 1s about 10 pages 
long of things that need to happen. It’s 
not an easy road, but it’s certainly a road 
that’s worth traveling if it’s going to ben- 
efit our kids in the long run.” 

Lind said in order to begin the pro- 
cess to form this Regional School Dis- 





SOCIAL SECURITY 


phone if you wish, but you will need 
to first call for an appointment. If you 
choose the phone method over submit- 
ting form SSA-5, you should call 1-800- 
772-1213, and request an appointment 
to correct your name on Social Securi- 
ty’s records. They will send you an ap- 
pointment notice, at which you will be 
able initiate the name change process 
(you'll still need to provide them with 
identification documents via the U.S. 
mail). 


This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 
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sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda- 
tion.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad- 
visor at AMAC. 


trict Planning Committee the article 
would have to be approved at the Spe- 
cial Town Meeting. He said if the vote 
does not pass, “the process stops until 
there is another Special Town Meeting 
vote to again pursue regionalization.” 

Public comment 

A resident asked Lind how many 
students were selecting school choice 
to Quabbin over Quaboag. Lind said he 
did not have the numbers on hand, but 
he would provide them through email. 
Committee member Elisabeth Melad 
said roughly $300,000 is leaving North 
Brookfield to go to Quabbin, which 1s 
triple the amount being lost to Quabo- 
ag. 
Another resident asked if they had 
detailed information as to why students 
are opting for school choice. Lind said, 
“in general its programming.” He said 
academics, athletics, music, theater, are 
all given as reasons to school choice out. 

A resident asked which grades would 
be regionalized and Lind said it would 
be pre-kindergarten to grade 12. “It 
would be the entire district,” Lind said. 
He said most regionalization agree- 
ments state that elementary students 
would attend school in their own town. 
When asked what would happen to the 
Jr/Sr. High School in town, Lind said 
one idea that was proposed was to cre- 
ate a middle school there, but he said it 
depends on enrollment numbers. 

Ron Ryel said they have a significant 
number of students that leave their dis- 
trict to neighboring schools. He asked 
if the school could contact families that 
have opted for school choice to see if 
they would voluntarily give a reason as 


to why they left the district. Committee 
member Chet Lubelczyk said, “this is 
not a school choice issue...regionaliza- 
tion and school choice are two different 
issues.” Lind said it does contribute to 
the financial impact, but this study fo- 
cused on programming and what they 
could offer to students. Committee 
member Brandon Avery commented 
that, “it’s getting more and more dif- 
ficult to offer programming in North 
Brookfield.” 

John Magario, a parent of North 
Brookfield students, asked what pro- 
grams would become available through 
regionalization. Lind said Quaboag 
offers impressive programming and in- 
cluded vocational classes. 

School Committee Chair Maria 
Tucker said regionalizing 1s a serious de- 
cision that could take three to five years 
to achieve. Lind said, “this is not an easy 
process.” 

Resident and former member on the 
North Brookfield, East Brookfield and 
Spencer-East Brookfield school com- 
mittees, Jim Metcalf, said, “Quaboag 1s 
probably the best choice of all,” com- 
pared to the other districts to regionalize 
with. He said North Brookfield would 
be an equal partner in the Quaboag Re- 
gional School District if they pursued 
regionalization. 

Lind said their goal for this presenta- 
tion was to inform the public of their rec- 
ommendation. A complete study result 
and more information about the region- 
alization process can be found online at 
https://www.nbschools. org/school-com- 
mittee/regionalization-study-committee. 


HOUSEKEEPING STAFF NEEDED 


Eagle Hill School, a nationally recognized boarding 
high school has two positions open in the Housekeeping 
Department. Job duties include cleaning our new, state of 
the art STEM Building as well as others when needed. The 


successful candidate must be reliable, work independently 
and in team environments. Hours will be second shift, 
sunday- Thursday or Monday-Friday, as well as additional 
hours when for events when needed. 

lf interested, please email resume to Devon Jurczyk at 


djurczyk@eaglehill.school. 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


2 FAMILY TAG SALE! 75 South 
Liberty St., Belchertown May 15th-16th 
8am-4pm. Household items, childrens 
clothes etc., garden tools etc. Rain/ 
Shine 


YARD SALE - sain/shine.Furni- 
ture,dishes,glassware, collectibles, 
bikes, lawn and garden,tools, and 
misc. May 15th 9:00 am-2:00 pm 74 
Orchard Street Belchertown 


YARD SALE RAIN/SHINE!! Lots 
of Furniture, Glassware, 2 Old Sewing 
Machines, Canoe and Misc. May 15th- 
16th 9Yam-3pm. 39 Old Sawmill Rd., 
Belchertown 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 











WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


Q**exex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone; 
ee State Zips 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash LI Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BELCHERTOWN 


NORTH 
STN BROOKFIELD 


















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
“ 
a 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
- learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


WARREN — The Centered 
Place Yoga Studio of Warren will 
reward a deserving student of 
Quaboag Regional High School 
a scholarship of over $1,000. The 
Centered Place aims to help sup- 
port a student who wants to pursue 
a higher education so they can have 
a greater positive impact in the 
local community and world. The 
student will be selected based on fi- 
nancial need, the student’s activity 
in the school and community, and 
their own stated intentions. 

The Centered Place regular- 
ly donates to local charities and 
causes. Toward the end of 2020, 
a guidance counselor at Quaboag 
Regional, Eric Urban, asked The 
Centered Place if it would be will- 
ing to offer a scholarship to one 
of the seniors. “We jumped at the 
opportunity,” recalls Phil Milgrom, 
co-director of the studio. “The way 
the political climate has been, and 
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The Centered Place offers student scholarship 


with all the social unrest as well as 
the anxiety and tragedy from the 
pandemic, we wanted to help in 
any way we could.” 

He and Nancy Nowak, the oth- 
er co-director and founder of The 
Centered Place, see this as an op- 
portunity to make a difference. 
“Young people are our future. 
How this country ends up, and the 
whole planet by that matter, hinges 
mostly on the younger generation 
today” he said. “We will choose a 
student who is highly motivated 
and cares deeply about the future.” 

To become a candidate for the 
scholarship, students are required 
to fill out an application available 
at the school, provide three letters 
of recommendation and write an 
essay that answers the following 
questions: 

What change the student would 
like to make in the world? 

How would the student make 


that change? 

What obstacles might be en- 
countered along the way? 

What major obstacle has the 
student overcome in his or her life 
and how will this help that student 
succeed? 

The Centered Place is contrib- 
uting $250 toward the scholarship 
while the rest is being raised by 
clients and friends of the studio. 
A fundraiser is ongoing. To con- 
tribute, you can send a check to 
The Centered Place, P.O. Box 1210, 
Warren MA _ 01083-1210 (write 
“For QRHS Scholarship” on the 
memo line). 

QRHS serves students from 
Warren and many other towns in 
the area including West Brookfield, 
Ware, Palmer, Southbridge, Mon- 
son and New Braintree. 

Anyone with questions may 
contact Milgrom at 413 436-7374. 





RMV cautions customers about 


Agency does not send text 
messages to customers 


BOSTON — The Massachu- 
setts Registry of Motor Vehicles 1s 
cautioning customers to be aware 
of a text phishing scam that has 
been reported here in the com- 
monwealth and in other states. The 
scam reportedly involves customers 
receiving text messages, claiming to 
be from the “DMV,” which direct 


them to click on a provided link to 
update their personal identifying 
contact information. Customers 
can identify this type of text as a 
phishing scam because it includes 
“DMV” and in Massachusetts 
DMV is not the name of the Reg- 
istry of Motor Vehicles; in Massa- 
chusetts, the name of the Registry 
is abbreviated as “RMV.” Any text 
using the phrase “Department of 
Motor Vehicles” or “DMV” should 
be deleted. 


oCam 


Please note that the RMV does 
not send unsolicited requests for 
personal and/or contact infor- 
mation to customers by text. Any 
communication by text from the 
RMV would be as a result of a cus- 
tomer-initiated request or transac- 
tion. 

For the latest Registry updates 
and information, please check 
Mass.gov/RMV_ or _ follow the 
RMYV on Twitter @MassRMV. 
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public notices 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF WEST 
BROOKFIELD 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that 
in accordance with the provi- 
sions of M.G.L Chapter 40A, 
Section 5, the West Brookfield 
Planning Board will open a 
public hearing on Monday 
May 24, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Town Hall, Lower 
Meeting Room, 2 East Main 
Street, to consider adoption of 
the following Zoning Bylaw 
amendment: 

To see if the Town will 
vote to amend the Zoning 
Bylaws to include a new sec- 
tion 3.28.10 Battery Storage, 
for the use of batteries or stor- 
age of batteries for any Solar 
Energy Facility; or take any 
other action relative thereto. 

The proposed zoning 
amendment is available for 
review at the office of the 
Town Clerk in the Town Hall, 
2 East Main Street, West 
Brookfield, MA. The amend- 
ment can also be reviewed in 
the outdoor noticeboard at the 
Town Hall or online at www. 
wbrookfield.com. The Board 
invites all interested parties to 
attend and offer comments on 
the proposed zoning amend- 
ment. 

Rebekah Cornell 
Chairwoman 
05/07, 05/14/2021 
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LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given 
that in accordance with the 
provisions of M.G.L Chapter 
AOA, Section 5 Adoption 
or change of zoning ordi- 
nances or by-laws, the West 
Brookfield Planning Board 
will open a public hearing on 
Monday, May 24, 2021, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall 
Lower Meeting Room, 2 East 
Main Street, for the following 
application: 

To see if the Town 
will vote to amend the 
Town’s Zoning Bylaw, 
Section 1 General, by 
amending Section 1.52 B 
Non-Conformity; and to 
amend Section 5: Special 
Requirements, by amend- 
ing Section 5.3 B 6 Signs; or 
take any other action relative 
thereto. 

The proposed zoning 
amendment is available for 
review at the office of the 
Town Clerk in the Town Hall, 
2 East Main Street, West 
Brookfield. The changes are 
posted in the outdoor notice- 
board at the Town Hall. The 
Board invites all interested 
parties to attend and offer 
comments on the proposed 
zoning amendment. 

Rebekah Cornell 
Chairperson 
05/07, 05/14/2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We 
Clean out all. Prompt courteous ser- 
vice. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Dumpster service available. DiRico 
Properties (413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 2010 TOYOTA TA- 
COMA TRD SPORT. 4 Door, 6 
Foot Bed, 109300 Miles, Excellent 
Condition. Call (413)283-4266 or 
(413)531-0554 


MOTORCYCLES 


2015 HONDA REBEL 250 
Showroom. 2600 Miles. $3000 Firm 
(413)374-8810 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


CUSTODIAL- PART-TIME position 
available. Experience preferred howev- 
er will train. Call Pride Cleaning Con- 
tractors Inc. 413-283-7087. 


HANDYMAN, PART-TIME for 
buildings in Monson, Ludlow and 
Westfield. $20/hr or more. 413-687- 
2813 


DENTIST: Amandeep Kaur, D.D.S., 
PC d/b/a Palmer Dental - Jobs loc 
in Palmer, MA. Diag & treat diseases, 
injuries, & malformations of teeth & 
gums. Exam patients to deter nature of 
condition, utilizing x-rays, dental instr’s, 
& other diagnostic procedures. Clean, 
fill, extract, & replace teeth using rotary 
& hand instruments, dental applianc- 
es, meds, & Surgical implements. Prov 
preventive dental svcs to patients such 
as app of fluoride & sealants to teeth 
& edu in oral & dental hygiene. Reqs 
DMD or DDS in Dentistry (Science), 
Current State Licensure, Current DEA 
Cert, & MA State Controlled Substance 
Cert. Mail res w/ cvr Itr to Amandeep 
Kaur, D.D.S., PC d/b/a Palm- 
er Dental, 1045 Thorndike St, 
Palmer, MA 01069; Job 18AMKO1; 
EOE 


PART TIME CARPET CLEANING 
helper wanted call Price Cleaning Con- 
tractors (413)283-7087 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC., a local manufacturer of 
cold drawn and rolled metal shapes is 
accepting applications for various po- 
sitions, 1st & 2nd shifts. Engineer-Ma- 
chine Operator-Fork Lift Driver- CAD/ 
CAM/ EDM-General Mill-Maintenance. 
Candidates should demonstrate a 
good work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment, and be a team player. 
Candidates must have basic reading, 
writing, and math skills, excellent com- 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. Based on ex- 
perience we offer competitive compen- 
sation and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Visit www.rathboneprofiles. 
com for employment applications and 
submit online, via email to linda. 
dias@rathboneprofiles.com 

or mail to 1241 Park Street, Palm- 
er, MA 01069. Rathbone is proud to 
be an equal opportunity workplace and 
is an affirmative action employer. 


RETIRED - DO HELPFUL WORK 
FROM HOME! PT, Independent, 
intermittent, flexible work conduct- 
ing USDA-NASS surveys. Now by 
phone, field visits to resume in com- 
ing months. $13.65/hr, .56 per mile. 
Requires good car, proof of Lic./Ins., 
must be able to travel/walk ¥% mi. iPad 
provided, paid training. Ag experience 
not required. For info: www.nasda.org/ 
nass To apply: email cover letter, re- 
sume to staceygh.nasda@gmail. 
com Fair Employment Opportunity 
Employer 


ROUTE DRIVER NEEDED! 
Immediate openings. Two routes 
available. For more information call 
1-800-899-8959 Retirees welcome. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Looking 
for reliable DPW Worker, P/T Recy- 
cling Attendant, and Seasonal DPW 
Maintenance Worker. For application 
and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Ap- 
plication Deadline 05/28/21 at 4:30 
PM. EOE 
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FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 





STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol. 
com for more information. 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 








Editorial/Opinion 


WEST BROOKFIELD STURBRIDGE SPORTS | 
Police Logs 
Asparagus chowder Tantasqua students start Pioneers return to action Sports 
fundraiser PS plant program ®9 pf Classifieds 


Volume 14, Number 26 
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Friday, May 14, 2021 





Your 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! 


MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! 


Sb S| SA L Ee 
1500 IN STOCK 


WE REPAIR BIKES 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE! 
1,000s OF ACs IN BEA aS 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE « cael 
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508-885-901 43 


‘ www.whitcosales.com 
ee Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 














Ware - $80,000 


= This is an in Town Lot with town water and sewer. | = 

#4 \t is buildable under new Zoning infill regulations. | | 
There presently is a 24x40 two story garage at the 
back of the lot. The garage has a concrete floor, [=== 

"| 2nd floor storage, propane heat, 100 amp electric |: 

7 service, and water/sewer comes into the building 
under the stairs to the 2nd floor. It has high ceilings and an oversized 
garage door. There is a framed off area for a future bathroom. What the 
seller loves about this is that the upper level is a blank slate ready to be 
turned into a 2 bedroom apartment or an awesome man cave. First floor 
has room for two vehicles, a workshop and a bathroom. 


ONNECTION 


Brookhaven Assisted Care 


19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Under New Management 
Over 52 years of service. 

24 hour care, Medical Management, 
Assistance with activities of daily living, 
Activity Program, well trained, 
compassionate and caring staff. 
Services Available In-House: 
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 
VNA services: 

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, 
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services 
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber 

Manager: 
Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 
donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com 


$595,000 atone 


4 unit rental property with (3) 
one bedroom apartments & Fe 
a huge owners unit with over . 
2,000 sq ft! Massive 7,500+ 
sq ft barn which is currently 
being used as a local gun shop | —— 
with plenty of room for further me coe unk ae Wire | 
expansion or the opportunity to build aia more piiciness aa 


YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 


When you 
do more you 
ULE G 
more!! 


Michelle Terry __ EXIT Real Estate Executives 


Broker/Owner f 130 W. Main Street 
michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562 


al Professional Photography 
| ABC TV Promotion 
Floor Plans - 
Social Media Ads 
Brochures - Postcards - 


Targeted Online ‘Advertising 
BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING [Q 
Gq couopweLeamkern S'TEWART & STEWART 
BEOKERAGE 413-387-8608 


BSE A ace 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


CENTURY | an 
WATER FILTRATION 
774-200-0225 


? WE'RE LOCAL! 
j ¢ NEW INSTALLATIONS ¢ SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
‘ ¢ SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT * WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 


James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1 waterfiltration.com 
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LANDSCAPE STONE 


ALL SIZES 
White ¢ Blush e Blue ¢ Brown e Purple 
Red e Lt Gray e Dark Gray 


SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING 


Construction Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
Concrete Sand © Chicken Coop Sand ¢ Utility Sand 
Chip Stone ¢ Stone Dust ¢ Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
98 North Spencer Road, 

Route 31N, Spencer, MA 

508-885-6100 

gence a 


JON 
AUGIVES> 


SAND & GRAVEL co 


Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 


=) Vb me moley Wale), 
53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, 


~D a 008. 867. 0400 


E.B. Flatts 


Rte 9 E. Brookfield ° 508-867-6643 
Open Sun.-Wed. 7am-1:30pm; Thurs.-Sat. 7am-8:30pm 


BACK BY 
POPULAR DEMAND! 


SEAFOOD FEAST 


Lobster Rolls* 
Fried Clams & 
Fish & Chips & More! 


Drop Off Your Worn American 
Flags For Retirement Here 
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Residential/Commercial 
Licensed/Insured: 


- Weekly Lawn Maintenance 
- Spring and Fall Clean Ups 
- Aeration and Overseeding 
- Mulch Installation 
- Shrub and Tree Trimming 
- Garden Bed Renovation 
- Planting 
- Small Tractor Work 


llrounTatN 


: And Sons 
Construction Company _iwcorPoratep 


e Excavation Complete Site Work « Demo ¢ New Home Construction 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand 
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 
= a : e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements 


CONCRETE SO SOLUTIONS YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! 


199 East Broadwav (Rt. 2A). Gardner 177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 
ee abce )s 413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 
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MA 
Egan —_ 
Lawn Care 
321-506-3446 














SPRING IS HERE! 


CHECK OUT OUR CLEARANCE AREA. 
WE HAVE TO MAKE ROOM FOR NEW STOCK. 


= ros 
= * 


COME SEE US FOR: 
® Dental Cleanings 
« Orthodontics 

Braces and Invisalign® 
e Dental Emergencies 


® Pediatric Dentistry 
# Periodontal Care 


« Cosmetic Dentistry: 
Fillings, Crowns and 
Bridges, Veneers, 
Teeth Whitening 


® Laser Gum Therapy 
® Extractions & |mplants 


WE ACCE oT IN 
A A “EP Tl et 


i — 7 = 
WE ACCE iT DEN TAL I NSUF SANIES! | 


hrs gle gctarallth ahd semecantr a | 
508-867-2777 


? West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 
WWW. westbrookfielddental.com 


Or. Bakr Amin 
Pediatrie Dsetvtes4 


, i Fa 7 il 
: r % a : T fell = 
— ft / F be Dr. Derrick Tengco 


Geren! Dents 


Dr. Sam Alkfoury 
Orihodkonttst 





